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COPY AND EXTRACTS OF DISPATCHES 

PHOM 

THE LORD lieutenant OF IRELAND 

TO 

MR. SECRETARY PEEL, 

WITH 

THEIR INCLOSURES. 



3 Vo. I. 



Smraci of a Letter from His Excellency the Lori Lieutenant of Ireland to 
the Right Honourable Robert Peel.— Dated DuhlhiCastk, April . 

A dispatches of the gth and mh of April the 

detailed Reports Oi the state of the Country, with respect to intenial dis- 
order, have been regularly transmitted to Mr. Goulburn.*^ 

Adverting to those details, you will observe that, in Limoriek and Clare 
the number of outrages committed within that period of time is not consider- 
able, and those Districts have appeared to be less disturbed than in the tire- 
ceding month. ^ 

The North-Western Districts of the County of Cork continued nearly in 
the same state of disturbance. Until the 17th of April, when a convict 
of the name of Hickey, (who seems to have been a Leader in the ad- 
mimstration of secret oaths, and in the system of devastation which 
has prevailed in that County), suffered the penalty of the law at Doneraile. 

Since the 1/th of April, it ,s slated, that the vicinity of Doneraile has 
not suffered any violent disturbance of the public Peace. 

Outrages, however, have occurred near the City of Cork, and particu- 
larly in the Liberties of that Cit)'. ' ' ^ ' 

'■f 'Sn^tion of Mr. Serjeant Lloyd, I have appointed 
Mr. Scigeant Torrens to preside at the Court of Special Sessions, under 
the Insurrection Act m the County of Cork, and it was his mtention 
to open the Court, at Cork, yesterday morning 

I have appointed Mr. Blackburue (a King’s Counsel rf eonsldci-aWe 
distinction), to succeed Mr. Sergeant Torrens in Limerick, where the 
.Sessions under the Insurrection Act, will commence on the 29th instant 
Ihe defects existing in the state of the Police, within the Liberties of 
the City of Cork, cannot be effectually remedied, until I shall have received 
such an application from the Magistrates as shall enable me to act under the 
existing Laws ; a suggestion to this effect has been addressed to the Ma- 
gistratGS, in reply to the Memorial, of which I inclose a copy. ' ' 7 f 

In other parts of Ireland no material increase of outrage has re- ~ 
cently appeared. Such acts of violence ns have occurred are stated in 
the Keports, which have been transmitted to Mr. Oou'Ibotirn. 
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{Inelosttrc in No. 1.) 

To His Excellency Richard Marquess Wellesley, Lord Lieutenant Ge- 
^ acral, and General Governor of Ireland. 

May it please Your Excellency, 

WE, the Magistrates of the County Cork, assembled at Cork, to. carry 
into, effect the provisions of the new Constabulary Act, feel it our dirty to lay 
before Your Excellency, for the information of His Majesty’s Government, 
the disturbed state of part of this county, together with the expression of 
our conviction that the spirit of insurrection is rapidly extending into parts 
of the county hitherto undisturbed. 

We understand that our County Grand Jury, after the minutest investiga- 
tion have presented a sum of about ^10,000 for damage sustained by Fire, 
destruction of Cattle, breaking Machinery, &c. And though the greater- 
part of those outrages have been hitherto confined to a comparatively small 
portion of the county, yet we regret to saj, there have been instances of 
crime connected with the system in various other districts. 

It cannot be necessary to impress on Your Excelleney the extent of suf- 
fering which has been inflicted by the persevering atrocity with which the 
Insurgents have perpetrated their work of destruction ; many are now 
dependent altogether on the- presentments which have been, passed for their 
compensation, for all they can be deemed to possess ; nor can.. we feel that 
propwty of any description is exempt from thp, influence of t^t spirit which 

uphappily prevails, and is. directed against all property whatever. 

By .^oticcs, posted and personally served, ' many have been obliged to 
^abandon their farms: witnesses who have prosecuted, have done so, at per- 
' sojial risque; persops giving evidence at the present Assizes as to the' value 
of property destroyed, have had their houses burned immediately' ^on their 
ret'urn^hpme: money has been extorted from several .by personal threats, to 
. support and carry on their plans : arms still continue to be plundered, and 
• pikes, forged to .arm the cUsaffected. . • 

We ,reo-ret to sta.te,that' our exertions, aided b3’ the vigorous cp-opetation of 
the Military, Police, and armed Associations, havehitherto been insufficient to 
counteract the designs of men, who have set all the constituted Authorities 
and the Law of the Land at defiance. We therefore feel ourselves imperi- 
ously called upon to state to Your Excellency, that whatever further measures 
may’^be adopted, they cannot be too promptly or vigorously carried into 
effect. 

Sio'ncd, by desire of 100 Magistrates this Bay assembled, 

(Signed^ DONERAILE, 

Chairman.. 

Cork,'ifh April 



No. 2. , , 

Extract of a Letter from the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland to the Right HofU 

Robert Peel, dated Eublin Castle, May \S>, 

FROM the 27th of April (the date of my last dispatch, .relating to the 
internal state of the . Provinces) to this day, the Reports , transmitted to Mr.' 
Goulburn will have acquainted you with the gradual diminution of the num- 
iber of outrages committed iu Cork, Limerick, and Clare. 
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In the meanwhile, the Insurrection Act has been administered with vigour 
:and apparent success by Mr. Serjeant Torrens, and Mr. Blackburne, in their 
respective districts ; and they have been aided by the most cordial ai>d active 
co-operatioo of .the Ma^ristcates. _ 

Petty Sessions have been estahlisiied, together tvith other improvements m 
the administration of the Law, and further measures arein contemplation, or 
in actual progress, with a view to unite tire difterent local authorities, in a 

more systematic and regular course of action. , ^ 

For acpcncral view of tlie state of the County of Cork, I refer you to the 
inclosed Tetters from Mr. Serjeant Torrens, and Major Warburton ; 
port from Mr. Blackburne (already -forwarded to Mr. Goulburn) will atiord 
'a clear and satisfactory account of the condition of Lmienck and Clare. 

In other parts of Ireland, several outrages have been comiintted, especiafty 
-at Armagh fthese arc detailed in the documents sent to Air. Goulburn ; tliey do 
•not require any special remark. 



■{Fb'St Indosure in No. 2,.) 

MA'tract of -a Letter from Mr. Serjeant Torrens to Willtam, Gregory., Esq., 
dated Ckarleville, May 14, 1823. 



.-(COPY-) 

I BEG -to state, for His. Excellency’s information, that I yesterday 
iconcluded my Sittings, at this town.— There were fifteen cases for trial, 
and there were three convictions ; viz. two for having concealed^ arms, 
and one for being absent from his dwelling, on the ! 1 th of March ; and 
•there is every reason to believe that he was one ol the party who fired 

•on Malar Maxwell and . the Police, on that night. 

In the progress of the trials, and in my opening Address to the ftople 
many opportunities occurred of enforcing topics on their attention, which 1 
trust may be attended .with good results i and, although l am not sangume, 
vet I do not altogether despair, by pursuing steadily the system I h.ivc 
.'adopted, of detaching the Fanners from their forced allegiance to the Laws ot 

•the Conspirators and Insurgents. , • * ^i f 

I found at Charleville, as I have done every where in the county file most 
■cordial and zealous support frsan the Magistrates, I have completed, wi h 
their assistance and perfect concurrence, the establishmeih of tlw Petty 
Sessions, in every district! have visited. I have reason to bdieve there has 
been a great cessation of outrage in those districts, and, by watching the 
commencement of them in others, L trust, the evil may he suppressed. —I in- 
..close you, for His Excellency’s particular attention and observation, a rctui n 
ofthe^number of persons brought before me for trial, durmg fois my fiis 
circuit of the countv, amounting, in all, to 103— as m No. 1- 
the number of persons convicted, Jn all, 18, and theircrimes. Ills Excellency 
will perceive there are but four cases of conviction for absence from dwell- 
ings and the Convicts were persons of notorious character. It will satis- 
factory also for me to state, that the whole of the convictions took place by 
the umnimous opinion of the Magistrates present at the trials, and with my 
LrfeCt Concurrence, andHhat there does nut rest a doubt upon any one of 
£m eXr in point of law or point of fact. I shall now return from hence 
to Cork by the route by which I came, holding Sessions at Mallo w and Fei moy, 
jmd traversing the .disturbed districts a secrod time. 



, 1 
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{Second fnchsxcre in- No. No. 1 .) 

County of Cork. 

A Return of the several Persons. Commitled for Trial under the hisurrection Act 
in the County of Cork, shewing how each Person was disposed of, from 
April 2 %, 1823, to May 14, same fear. 



N'ames. 



Offences. How disposed of . Tifne Phee of 



1 John Ketcher. . . 

2 Daniel Downey 

3 Bart. Couglilan | 

4 TimothySullivan J 

5 John HelFernan . . 
6 ' Patrick Connell . . . 

7 Edward Barrett . . 

8 William Ahern . . . 

9 William Barman") 

10 Michael Cleary | 

1 1 Wm. M‘Mahon 1 

12 Patrick Hartigan 

13 Michl. Cockrane j 

14 John Crowe. . . . J 

15 Cor. Buckley . . . . 

l6Cor. Morrissy. . . . 

17 John Ryal ... .1 

18 John Walsh. ... I 

19 Bart. Sullivan . . I 

20 William Heaphy j 

2 1 John Liriahan . . J 

22 Thomas Connors "I 

23 John Barrett. . , I. 

24 John Casey .... | 

25 Patrick Ryal . . . j , 

26 Patrick Roche. , ' 

27 Patrick Ridden . { 

28 James Green ... V 
29 Fury Connell., j 

30 James Browne. . J 

3 1 Denis Roche . . . 

32 John Clear 

33 Michael Daly . . 

34 Michael Sheehan 

35 Patrick Corbett . 

36 Richard Roache 

37 John While 

38 Lawrence Green 

39 Patrick Casey . . 

40 Owen Dwyer.. ' 

41 Patrick Roche. . 

42 John Carily. . . . 

43 Garret Roche . . 
44jTiniotiiy Hanlon 
45 |John Sheehan','. 
46|Pcter Barrett.. . . . 
47 [Paul Barrett. . . 
48iJamcs Reordan . J j 



delivering a threat- convicted Corlc, April 28, 

ening notice. 

found out of discharged on ad- Cork, April 29 , 
dwellings. monition 

ditto acquitted ditto 

ditto ditto ditto 

ditto convicted ditto 

ditto acquitted ditto 



unlawful assembly convicted 



retaining arms discharged on ad- Cork, April 30, 
monition 

but of dwelling convicted ditto 

ditto discharged on ad- ditto 

monition 
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iVb-l Names. 



Offences. H<W7 



f Time and Place of 
Trial. 



49 J«mes O’Donnell. 

50 Chi*istopher Power 

51 John Healy. • • • 1 
52Willm. Sulliyan J 
,5^ John Mullins.. I 
54Elem Savage... J‘ 
5* James Smith .... 

56 Stephen Hart .... 

57 John Scannell. . . . 

58 John Kenny • • • 1 
53 James Kenny . . J 

60 Michael Coffy . . . . ' 

61 Michael M‘Daniol 

62 Timothy Lurchanc. 
.fe'3, William Regan . 

$4 Patrick Fowler. . . .’ 

65 William KiO-cling. . 

66 Denis Daly \ 

67 John -Conghlan . / 
fisFrancisK-ufe...,. "I 

69 Artliur Kufe . . . [, 
7fj Patrick Gorman I 
7L John Cronin . . [ , 
7!jCalT. Carriiy . i . v, 
7s Denis Hogan. . J 
J 4 James Curtin . . J 
75 John Kent , . . . J, 
7(v Michael Mulcatry 
77 William Wallace. . 

7 ^ Micl-rael -Su-Uivan. ,. ; 

70 Michael McCarthy; 
Jamc« Cnrcfem. . . 



out of dwelling 
di tto 



1823 . 

acquitted Corkj April 30 , 

discharged an nd-' ditto 

monition . 

’ acquitted • ditto 

discharged on ad- 

' • iTiiQiiition 

ditto ‘ ditto 

' detained till Assizes ditto 

discharged on ad- 

monition ^ 

acquitted ditto 

.disebargicd on ad- ditto 

monition 

ditto ditto 

convicted ditto 

, <litto dittOj May 5 -, 

ditto : ditto 

acquitted ^ ditto 

ditto i ditto 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

tumultuous as- 
sembl'ing 
out of du'elling. 

ditto 



discharged on ®d-: 
- monition 



administering an 
amlawiiil oath ; 
ditto 

absent from 
dwelling 
.ditto 

ditto 

ditto 



Bli Denis Casey. ... 

fc2 Dvd, FitzCerald 

83 Cor. Shanahan. . J 

84 John Roche. ... 

85 David Rochc.. . | 
SC Patrick Connor.. :h 
,87 Patrick Hennesy .]■ 
8H William 'Nagle . 1 ■ 
_8<) John Goggm ... . J I 
gC; Timothy Buckley; 
91' fames Buckley . J 
95 John Buckley .i. f 
9s John Sliecdy ..T 

M'Namara.. . J 

94 Thomas Casey. . . . 

95 Daniel Gleeson . . 

96 Jeremy M'Carthy . 

97 Daniel Sheehan . . 

98 John Walsh 



ditto 

.acquitted 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

discharged admo- 
nished 

facquitted 



tumultuous as- discharged .on ad-'. 
sembling .monition 



Mallow, May 7 
ditto. May 8, 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto’ 

ditto 



ditto, May 9, 



being out ctf 
dwelling 
retaining arms 

ditto 

.aijsent from 
dwelling 
unlawful assem- 
bling 

out of dwelling 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



ditto clit-to 

convicted Charleviric,May 1 2 
acquitted ditto 



diffio 

ditto, May 13 , 
’ ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
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No- 


Names.. 


Offences.. 


How disposed of. 


Time and Place of 
Trial. 


99 

100 

101 

102 

103 


Jeremiah Mullone 

Edmund Manigan 
[John Browne .... 
[Thomas Curtin . . . 

[Edmund Smith.. . 


retaining ammu- 
nition 
ditto 

out of dwelling 
ditto 

tumukwous as- 
sembling 


acquitted 

convicted ! 

acquitted 
ditto 

discharged on bailj 


1823. 

Charleville,Mayl3, 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Mallow, May 14, 



(Signed) ABRAHAM CHATTERTON. 

Dy. C. of Peace, 



{ Third Inclosure in No. 2.— 
CauxTY OF Cork. 



-No. 2.) 



A Hcfurn of the several Persons - convicted under the Insurrection Act, 
in the County of Cork, from April 28, 1823, to May 14, 1823. 



No. 



Names. 



Offences. 



Time and Place of 
'Trial, 



John Ketcher. 



Edward Barrett . . 

William Barman. . 
Michael Cleary . . 
William M‘Mahon 
Patrick Hartigan. . 
Michael Cockrane 

John Crowe 

9 Cornelius Moressy 

Timothy Linahan 

William Regan .. 
12 Patrick Fowler . . 



10 



[James Curtin . 
[John Kent . . . 



jdelivering a threatening! 
notice, 

being absent from 
dwelling. 



junlawful assembly by] 
day, with 200 persons. 



Michael Mulcatry 
Timothy Buckly. . 

[John Sheedy M‘Namara| 
Edmund Manigan 



seditious notice, 
being absent from 
dwelling. 

being absent from 
dwelling. 

unlawful assembly. 

[tendering an unlawful] 
oath. 

[tendering an unlawfulj 
oath, making pikes. 

retaining arms, 
being absent from 
dwelling, 
retaining arms. 



Cork, April 28, 1823, 
Cork, April 29, 1823. 

Cork, April 29, 1823, 

Cork, April 30, 1823. 
Fermoz, May 3, 1823. 

Fermoy, May 5, 1823., 
Fermoy, May 5, 1823. 

Mallow, May 7, 1823. 

Mallow, Mays, 1823. 
iCharleville,May 12^1823 
Charleville,May 1 2,1 823 
jCh arleville,May 1 3 ^ 1 8 23 



ABRAHAM CHATTERTO 
! By. C..P. I 
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{^Fourth IncloSure in iVb* 2 .) 

Extract of a Letter from Major Warhurton to William Gregorij, 
dated Malloiv, May 15, 1823. 

1 HAVE, the honour to state^ for the information of. his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, that I rejoined Mr. Serjeant Torrens, at Charleville, on the 
12th instant, and attended at two sittings of the Special Sessions at that place. 

I wish to report to you, on the subject for two reasons, — one is, that, as there 
was no Reporter there. from the Press,, you may not be apprized of the pro- 
ceedings; and the other, because I am of opinion that more important matter 
was elicited in the course of the Trials, and, as far as I could judge, a stionger 
Impression made on the Populace than at any Sitting I ever attended. I hope 
that the operation of the Law has made a powerful effect, and could hardly 
imagine that so much could be, achieved in so short a time : there is no doubt 
that the outrages have considerably decreased; — and as far as one can judge of 
the extraordinary and uncertain proceedings and disposition oi the disaf- 
fected, I am inclined to think that they have been paralized by the proceed- 
ings which.have taken place.— It was highly important to carry the authority 
of the Law into the neighbourhood of Charleville, as it has been the prmci- 
pal’seat of the disturbances, and was not before a place for Sessions.— It was 
quite manifest that the Addresses of Serjeant Torrens, which he took every 
opportunity of making to the assembled crowds, have a very great ettect, and 
tW example of three very useful and unanimous convictions was also deeply 
felt. In the course of these Trials several decent Farmers were produced to 
give the Prisoners good characters: but on their cross-examination by the 
Serjeant; it appears that they were absolutely compelled to come forward by 
intimidation, and that they were in such thraldom, that they have been almost 
invariably forced to give their money and substance when called lor, and even 
to employ the very worst eharacters in th'eir labour and in their houses. 1 
think this is at an end, and that the Farniers will now rally. There was also 
an instance of a very respectable Gentleman, who came forward m the same 
way— and on the Magistrates retiring ito deliberate, it was mentioned to 
Sefiknt Torrens, that this Gentleman had witnessed a tumultuous assembly, 
and knew some of the parties; the Serjeant immediately returned into Court, 
and had the Gentleman recalled, and in his re-examination of him shewed the 
Farmers and the people that there should be no respect of persons, and that 
every man should be forced to come forward and assist m enforcing the Laws 
let his circumstances be what they mighj. He then directed that he should 
lodge Informations and attend to prosecute at the next Sessions, which it is 
his determination to hold at Cha.rleville for that purpose. 




No.i. 



(COP¥.) 

= Dublin Castle, May ‘iO,\S‘23. 

IN continuation of the subject of my dispatch, dated the 18th instant, I 
have the honour to inclose a copy of a letter from Mr. Blackburne, dated the 
IQth imftant, to which I request your particular attention. 

I have, &c. &c. 

(Signed) WELLESLEY. 

The Right Hoit. Robert Feel. 
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^ (J-nch^ur^in No. B,) 

(COPY) 

Extract of a Letter from Francis Blachburne, Esq, dated Limerick, May 
19? 1823, addressed to William Gregory, Esq, 

I HAVE to state, for his Excellency’s information, that the Court of Special 
Sessions for the county of Limerick has sat four days during the last week j 
on Tuesday the 13th, at Rathkeal, on Thursday and Friday the 15th and l6th, 
at Brufl, and on Saturday the 17th, at Limerick; at Rathkeal four persons 
were tried, of whom one was convicted and three acquitted. The district in 
which Rathkeal is situated, comprehending the baronies of the Condons, and 
extending to the boundaries of the Counties of Kerry and Cork, appears to have 
been the part of this County in which the spirit of insubordination has been 
most prevalent; I have therefore endeavoured to ascertain to what extent it has 
yielded to the measures adopted for its suppression: the result of my inquiries 
has satisfied me, that the important object of prevention, has in a great mea- 
sure been obtained, and that, though a Considerable majority of the popula- 
tion of the country has been sworn to confederate for some purpose or object, 
the precise nature of which I cannot ascertain, yet that the advancement of 
any such object or purpose is felt to be impracticable, so long as it is 
opposed by the efficient execution of the Insurrection Act. Very few 
outrages have occurred since my arrival in this county, and the shortness 
of the nights and the general employment of the lower orders of the people, 
warrant an expectation, that the Rathkeal district will for some time enjoy a 
a comparative state of qui.et. The Sessions of Bruff were numerously at- 
tended by the Magistrates, and I am willing to hope that holding a Courtthere, 
is likely to be followed by beneficial results. Two persons were convicted 
who appeared to have been of the party by which the village of Glanasheen 
was attacked on the 29th of April; the case made by them was, that of an 
alibi, in support of which several witnesses were exaniiried. The conviction 
under such circumstances, founded as I think it was on the clearest and- most 
satisfactory ground, is calculated to be productive of the most salutary con- 
sequences ; it is not unimportant to observe, that in this, and in several cases 
of manifest guilt, the most ingenious efforts, and T regret to say, in some of 
those cases, the grossest perjury have been resorted to by the prisoners iii their 
defence. . 

This anxiety to escape, evinced by persons of the worst characters, seems 
very httle reconcileable with the notion that the punishment of Transportation 
has lost its influence, or that it is generally disregarded. Four persons were 
tried and acquitted at Bruff. With respect to the state of this country in the 
neighbourhood of Bruff, I can speak favourably; the outrage at Glanasheen 
appears to have been committed by a body of Incendiaries, collected prin- 
cipally in the county of Cork. There was but one case tried at Limerick on 
Saturday ; this was a conviction, after an elaborate defence, sustained by evi- 
dence totally unworthy of credit, 



frinted by R. G. Clarke, at the London Gazette OJice., Cmnon'Bow,.Wfitiinbislef,. 
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